Auraria Library Government Publications Collection Development Policy 2010

Mission Statement 
The primary purpose of the Government Publications collection of the Auraria Library is to provide access to U.S., state, and local government information as needed by the faculty, staff, and students of the Auraria Campus, the shared campus for the Community College of Denver, Metropolitan State College of Denver, and the University of Colorado Denver downtown campus. The Library is administered by the University of Colorado Denver. In addition the Library has an obligation to serve the residents of the first Congressional district for federal government information. The collection supports the curriculum and research in all areas from the undergraduate level to the doctoral level. The Auraria Library is a selective federal depository library, a Colorado state depository library, and a depository for the Denver Regional Council of Governments. 

The Auraria campus in downtown Denver is chiefly non-residential and many faculty members are part-time: therefore providing off campus access to Internet publications, electronic databases and web sites is an important priority. Off campus access to licensed commercial databases is provided through the library's proxy server. The demographics of the campus are nontraditional, with an average age of 27 with most students employed full or part time. Both students and faculty commute long distances from within the metropolitan region of 2.5 million residents. Therefore the students and faculty have limited time and an effort is made to guide them to information is a very timely manner, utilizing online communication, e-mail, telephone, or fax, when appropriate. 

The Auraria Library was designated a selective federal depository in 1978 as a Senatorial designation. The federal depository collection shares the responsibility of serving the government information needs of the residents of the 1st Congressional District (primarily the City and County of Denver, with a population estimated at 611,509 in 2008) with the selective depositories of the Colorado Supreme Court Library; Denver Public Library; Regis University; U.S. Court of Appeals, Tenth Circuit Library; University of Denver; and the University of Denver College of Law. Located in downtown Denver, the Auraria Library serves the business community as well as private citizens in the metropolitan area of over 2.5 million. The majority of the Auraria campus students are enrolled at the undergraduate level. Building a core collection for these students is a major priority of the library. In addition, priority is given to the 4 strongest graduate programs : business, education, public affairs, and architecture/urban planning. Support for other graduate programs and faculty research is supported as resources allow. 

Government Publications Selection Responsibility 
Selections are made by the government information librarian in collaboration with the classroom faculty, subject bibliographers and research and instruction librarians. GPO selections are reviewed on an ongoing basis and as part of special projects, such as weeding the collection. 

Non-Depository Publications 
Commercial electronic databases and reference books are selected to support the collection, including access to historical documents, even though the actual documents may not be owned by the library. Selection of electronic databases is made in consultation with the Electronic Resources Committee, subject bibliographers, and research and instruction librarians. 

Current commercial electronic database subscriptions containing government information include: 

	Campus Research Westlaw 
	LexisNexis Academic 
	LexisNexis Congressional 
	LexisNexis Statistical 
	
	


Many government produced databases are listed in the library's databases list, such as Agricola, Energy Citations, ERIC, FDSys, GPO Access, Homeland Security Digital Library, Medline, NASA Technical Reports, NCJRS, NTIS, Thomas, and USA Trade Online (password access). 

Subject Area Strengths 
Selections have been based on the mission statement and subject areas of the curriculum for the three schools. Accordingly, based on the curriculum and use the Auraria Library collection strengths are: 

	Aerospace and aviation 
	Business 

	Census (population and economic) 
	Colorado 

	Congressional/legislative 
	Court cases 

	Criminal justice 
	Education 

	Foreign affairs 
	

	Public administration/public affairs 
	Regulations (all agencies) 

	Statistical (all agencies) 
	


Retention of lesser used subjects is influenced by the access to the regional depository in the state: the University of Colorado at Boulder 25 miles away, and through the Prospector shared catalog and borrowing system that includes other major depositories. 

Format 
With over 97% of new GPO depository materials now distributed in electronic format, and many historical publications now online, this is now the dominant and preferred format of the new publications added to the collection. This format serves the off campus students and faculty well and is most often the format of choice. The core collections in GPO's FDSys and GPO Access databases from an important foundation of the library's online collection. Examples include the Congressinal Record, bills, laws and reports; regulations; the federal budget; and presidential documents. Catalog records for online and tangible publications are loaded into the Library's catalog with monthly files via a subscription from Marcive. In addition, an effort is made to catalog other online documents. Paper copies may still be acquired in addition if possible depending on the content, demand, and use. Microfiche is being phased out by GPO but still may be selected if that is the only format available for a title. The relatively small number of tangible publications still received are cataloged individually by the cataloging department. 

Additional government web sites and which are useful are organized on library web pages. 

Selection Tools 
Selection tools, both print and online, available from GPO and its partners will be used to review selections. The GOVDOC-L discussion list, journals, and other informal notification may be used to identify non-depository publications in print or online. 

Collection Arrangement 
Most of the print, microfiche, and CD-ROM collection is housed in the Government Publications area in open stacks arranged by the Superintendent of Documents Classification system, with selected publications in other areas of the library, such as Reference, in the Library of Congress classification. Any government publications placed on Reserve are available for use to any campus or non-campus library patron. 

Access 
All federal government publications are cataloged in the library's online public access catalog, Skyline, including Internet resources. Catalog records are purchased from the Marcive company for online depository publications. Other publications are cataloged individually by the cataloging department. The cataloging department will also create records for Internet sites as requested. The few remainng tangible serials are checked in on the library's serials records system. Most U.S. government publications may be checked out for the same time period as other library books. Serving 3 state colleges, the Auraria Library is open to the general public. Colorado residents may check out up to 6 library publications as part of the Colorado Library Card reciprocal borrowing agreement. Publications are also loaned via the Prospector online union catalog or traditional interlibrary loan. Non-circulating publications include census data, periodicals, and reference titles and are stamped "NONCIRCULATING." Most CD-ROMS check out but selected titles are placed on computers with CD-ROM/DVD drives for in-house use only. These are generally reference type data such as statistics or CD-ROMS needed for assignments. New personal computers for public use CD-ROM/DVD workstations are purchased according to the current Recommended Specifications for Public Access Workstations in Federal Depository Libraries. 

Internet access is available on the library's computers, unrestricted by any filters. Most computers are designated for student, faculty, and staff use, including those from other colleges, and have word processing, spreadsheet, and other software. A group of computers with Internet access are designated for community users for 60 minutes per day. The computers with government cd-roms are available for use by community users for 60 minutes per day. 

Federal agencies, publications, and comprehensive sites are linked from the library's web pages. These pages are updated regularly. 

Reference service for government publications is provided by the Research Help service and AskUS desk at all times the library is open. 

Withdrawals and Collection Maintenance 
Due to space limitations of the building, and the need for more student study space, the library has been actively weeding to reduce the size of the government publications collection. Target publications have been those which are now online and those with no recent use and unneeded by the curriculum. Some publications have been transferred of to the offsite storage facility PASCAL. Tangible versions of selected titles are withdrawn if they are online and online only is an appropriate format for usability and level of use. Superseded materials are withdrawn regularly. Weeding of second copies and older, less used publications is done by evaluating age, the subject covered, the circulation record, and replacement by another format, such as electronic. High demand publications, such as statistical, reference and publications for key programs on campus such as business, education, criminal justice and the School of Public Affairs may also be retained in print. Most recently, because Congressional hearings are the most heavily used part of the collection, a new subscription was begun to digital Congressional hearings from 1980-2003 in the LexisNexis Congressional database which allows withdrawal of most of those print hearings. All withdrawals are made in conjunction with the U.S. Government Printing Office Superseded List, according to GPO discard regulations, and according to guidelines established by the regional depository at the University of Colorado at Boulder. Substitution of an electronic full-text database for tangible publications will be considered according to the FDLP Guidelines on Substituting Electronic for Tangible Versions of Depository Publications and the accompanying Substitution List: Official FDLP Permanent Full-Text Databases. An example would be substituting the online Federal Register and Congressional Record thereby saving considerable space. Documents which have not been superseded are retained for at least five years. A discard list is prepared and submitted to the regional depository in the state, the University of Colorado at Boulder, for them to take if needed and for offer to other depository libraries in the state. 

The collection is maintained in accordance with the Federal Depository Handbook, other GPO guidelines, current federal law governing depository libraries and the Colorado State Plan. 

Preservation 
Damaged or worn documents are repaired or bound. Lost documents are replaced as needed. All publications are tattle taped for detection by the library's security system. 

Promotion 
Promotion of the collection will be accomplished through depository logos at the entrance to the library and in the government publications area; library web pages; subject research guides (pathfinders) on the library web pages; library exhibits, such as census and elections; posters in the library; and as part of other library promotion efforts. Course related library instruction is conducted by the government information librarian or other instructors when assignments involve government information. Government information is also integrated into basic instructional classes as well. 

Resource Sharing 
For depository publications, selection and retention is coordinated with the selections of other selective depositories in the Denver region and the regional depository at the University of Colorado Boulder. Retention decisions may also be made on the basis of regional holdings, as assessed through the Prospector union catalog, other libraries' online catalogs, and the collection strengths and commitments of the depository libraries in the Colorado Alliance of Research Libraries as documented in Appendix A of the Colorado State Plan for Federal Depositories. Auraria's commitment in this documents is to keep what is needed, in print or online, for agencies which support the curriculum but the commitment level allowsl lfor selective withdrawal of unneeded items. 

The Auraria Library cooperates in the purchase of electronic databases as a member of the Colorado Alliance of Research Libraries, the BCR network, the University of Colorado system, and other cooperative arrangements. 

Colorado State Depository Publications 
The Auraria Library has been a Colorado State Depository Library since 1981. Print Colorado publications were first cataloged in the Library of Congress classification. Starting in 1995 Colorado depository publications have been cataloged by the Colorado State Classification system and housed in open stacks in the Government Publications area. Some publications have been transferred from other parts of the library but some may remain in LC. Most Colorado state publications circulate, including CD-ROMS, except for those designated as reference sources. In recent years many Colorado state publications have become available online and now most publications are online. Catalog records for online publications are received monthly from the Colorado State Publications Library at the State Library and loaded into the Skyline catalog. 

Selection is made by the government information librarian in consultation with the bibliographers and research and instruction librarians. Selection may be made by agency and almost all agencies are selected with the exception of local interest publications of some state supported colleges. Some print legislative publications, such as the Session Laws, Colorado Revised Statutes, and House and Senate journals, are retained in print due to their unique indexing, arrangement, and connection to class assignments. These gifts from the Legislative Research Library. Legislative publications are housed in the library's general reference section with other law materials. 

Publications are retained according to guidelines from the State Publications Depository System, which allows discard at any time without formal procedure, but some publications may be offered to other libraries if they are no longer needed in the Auraria Library. Recent use would be a factor in such decisions. Superseded or otherwise outdated publications are withdrawn without offer. Damaged or lost publications are replaced if deemed necessary through the issuing agency or photocopying. 

Denver Regional Council of Governments 
The Auraria Library has been a depository for Denver Regional Council of Governments publications since the 1980s. The publications are cataloged according to the Library of Congress classification system and designated as circulating or reference depending on the content. Most publications are now online. 

Local Government Publications 
Publications from cities and counties in Colorado have been selectively collected and cataloged into the main library collection according to the Library of Congress classification and designated as circulating or reference depending on the content. Most recently many of these publications which are outdated or have not seen recent use have been withdrawn from the collection and offered to other libraries. Most current publications are online. 

Foreign and International Publications are selected by the subject bibliographers. Online publications and website are also cataloged. Databases to access these publications, such as those from international agencies, such as the United Nations and the World Bank, are added to the library's list of databases. 

State Data Center Affiliate 
The Auraria Library is a Census Bureau State Data Center affiliate, which means it has received selected additional Census publications, which are cataloged, and offers research assistance in locating Census information which is online or in print or microform to the campus users and the general public. The Library regularly sends a librarian and/or staff to annual update meetings where they regularly hear and receive state and local population estimates and projections and economic data. Much of this data is also on the Colorado Department of Local Affairs web site which is linked from the Auraria Library's Colorado state publications web page. 
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