Diagnostic Writing Sample Assignment

Learning outcomes:

· Student will successfully use an article database to find a scholarly article related to his or her term paper topic  [ANSS Standard 2.1.a]
· Students will demonstrate that they can restate in their own words the main ideas in a scholarly text, and quote text appropriately [ANSS Standard 3.1.a]
· Students will demonstrate that they can properly paraphrase text and avoid plagiarism  [ANSS Standard 2.3.c]
· Students will demonstrate that they can construct an accurate, APA style, journal article reference, and two correct APA style parenthetical citations  [ANSS Standard 2.3.a]
Instructors’ goals:

· To catch writing, paraphrasing, and citation problems early and provide suggestions for improvement
· To reinforce what was covered in the library instruction sessions with activities related to the student’s own term paper
· To get students started on the research for the term paper by the third week of class, when this assignment is due.
Assignment:

This one-page writing sample should be a synopsis of a scholarly journal article the student has selected and read for their seminar paper. The synopsis should include the following: 
· at least one example of paraphrasing of text from the article 
· a direct quotation from the article 
· APA-style parenthetical citations 
· accurate APA-style reference to the article 
· a copy of the article itself with the paraphrased and quoted text highlighted 

Use one of the article databases covered in class (AnthroPlus, Social Science Citation Index, AnthroSource) or another database related specifically to the area of the world you are studying (e.g., Bibliography of Asian Studies, Handbook of Latin American Studies) to find one scholarly article related to your topic.  Print it out (or photocopy it), and read it.  Write a summary of the article, and include the paraphrase, quotation, citations, and reference (as noted above)
Assessment:
The instructors do not assign grades, but mark the writing samples heavily with corrections related to the writing and citation.  Students are expected to carefully review these corrections in order to improve their writing style and citation practices for the term paper.  Students understand that improvement – seen in better writing and accurate, ethical citation in the final paper – is expected.  Students turn in two copies of the assignment.  Professor marks one with comments on the writing, librarian marks one with comments on choice of article, APA citations, and paraphrasing. (The librarian refers to the submitted original article to assess the paraphrases and quotations.)  
Context:  

Upper division seminar in Anthropology; 15-20 students; one professor, one librarian serving as co-instructor for information literacy.  
