Research Portfolio assignment

Learning outcomes:

· Students will describe the research process they used for the term paper, articulating the anthropological topic and how it changed in the course of project [ANSS Standards 1.1.a and 1.1.d]

· Students will evaluate the effectiveness of the sources they used to find information and the terminology and strategies applied.  [ANSS Standard 2.2.a-b] 
· Students will justify the use of a Web site as a source of information for the research paper by demonstrating they have applied the criteria in a handout supplied (also on the Web).   [ANSS Standard 2.1.d]
Assignment:
Along with submission of their final papers, students will turn in a folder that indicates how they conducted and evaluated their research. It will include:  
(1) One to three paragraphs describing their research process: which strategies worked and which did not; if and why the topic changed in the course of research; problems encountered in finding, evaluating, or using sources; reference sources and databases used; keywords and subject headings used in the databases and library catalog; and the most important thing the student learned about doing this kind of research.  
(2) One to two-page printouts from two different article databases, listing the most relevant and recent articles found and the search statements used.  This will indicate which databases were relied on most and were thought best for the topic, and what search strategies were found to yield the best results.  
(3) If websites are included in the reference list, a printout of the site’s opening page and a few sentences to justify the use of the website in the research paper (refer to Judging Quality on the Web at http://www.library.ucla.edu/yrl/reference/judging.htm 

Assessment: 
The seminar paper counts as seventy percent of the course grade, including ten percent for demonstration of effective research skills.  (The other thirty percent is for class participation.)  A rubric (in a Word document attached) is used to assess the Research Portfolio (25 points) and the quality of research evident in the paper itself (25 points).  The professor assigns the term paper grade based on his assessment of the quality of the paper and the point value assigned by the librarian to the research skills component. 
Context:  

Upper division seminar on a cultural anthropology theme; 15-20 students; one professor, one librarian serving as co-instructor for information literacy.  
